FORTY      THOUSAND      A G A I N ST      T HE     ARCTIC
later at Yeniseisk, while Shevelyov, who was with us,
inspected the new air base. Mighty glad to get to the
Arctic after nine months of office work, he assured me;
'Who travels North takes the day with him. The sun
stays longer the nearer one gets to the top of the world.'
When, at eleven p.m. we came clown for the night at
Poclkammenaya Tunguska, we were 400 miles away already
from the thin foliage of civilization that clusters round the
railway line. The air base where we slept was in the midst
of the virgin taiga. A full moon stood crystal clear in a sky
which, from here onwards, became never fully dark again
for me in many nights. The sturdy pine trees threw green
shadows across the silvery cupola that roofed the earth. The
air had the vigour and exhilarating freshness of high alpine
peaks. Dark figures in sheepskins came down the steep
hill towards the water where we luul brought our 'plane to
rest. We rowed ashore in a fisherman's dinghy, to be greeted
by a pack of Ostyak dogs. Every move, gracefully clastic
under a thick pelt, betrayed their parentage; through the
first half-hour of sleep, I heard them howl to the moon an
oath that they would never forget they sprang from the
noble stock of free Siberian wolves.
We had some caviare and black bread for dinner; and a
fish soup (quite as strong as Monsieur Prunier's Marscilllan
Bouillabaisse) and biscuits and whipped cream before we
went to bed. The six of us slept in a large room, keeping
the door to the kitchen open to let in the warmth of the
huge brick stove.
At five in the morning I was up again. The chief of the
station—a Jew, whose father had sold collar-studs, lent
money and repaired Sabbath-chandeliers as the occasion
demanded—told me of his childhood in the ghetto of
Warsaw. Because of his tuberculosis, nurtured in damp
basement lodgings during the first six years of his life, the
Government had given him this job in Northern Siberia.
I have never heard a more sincere appreciation of a political
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